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Time and Crime: The 8 Hour day and the Haymarket Bomb

Charlie Chaplin – Modern Times (MOVIE MUST WATCH)

The nature of discipline and time in itself, how time equals discipline. You reach the mastery of your discipline by spending time researching and readings. As well, people are disciplined by losing their time, or doing time.

May Day – 1st of may is used to celebrate the solidarity of working men. 

May 1st 1886, would mark the first of an 8hour day. 

At some factories some union workers begin to bring large scale clocks to mark the 8 hour day so working men could leave work in enjoy their lives. 

The 8 hour Song: 

We want to feel the sunshine, 

We want to smell the flowers, 

We’re sure God has willed it.

And we mean to have eight hours.

We’re summoning our forces from

Shipyard, shop and mill;

Eight hours for work, 

Eight hours for rest, Eight hours for what we will

On May 1st 1886, over 350,000 workers, skilled and non-skilled, foreign and non-foreign took to the street in a nonviolent protest in Chicago, IL that largest growing city and industrial capital during the time. 

Capitalist Time: Rail Road Time Zones, November 18, 1883

The modern business corporation took it upon itself to set American time and clocks from coast to coast, allotted by the Union Pacific Railroad Co. 

“The Working day” –

“Capital is dead labour, that, vampire-like, only lives by sucking living labour, and lives the more, the more labour it sucks. The time during which the labourer works, is the time during which the capitalist consumes the labour-power he has purchased of him.” – Marx, “The Working Day” capital vol. 1

Walter Crane, The Capitalist Vampire, Justice Journal 1885 (Search image) 

The Gilded Age 1865-1901

Wage Slavery begin. 

The high and Noble Order of the Knights of Labor – “Injury to one is injury to all”  - 

The word “Union” was the most important and key term in American society post in the 19th century, the work coined the American north who won the civil war, as well the working men during the rise of capitalism and industrialism. 

Statue of Liberty, 1886

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, the tempest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp besides the golden door!” – Emma Lazarus, The New Colossus

The Great Uprising of 1877 – Pittsburg, Baltimore, St. Louis, Chicago spread along the railroad in all major cities, working class and poor uprising. 

Anarchism

Johann Most (1846-1906)

Riot at McCormick’s Reaper Works, Chicago, May 3, 1886

The Haymarket Eight, 1886 (Anarchists) Found guilty of conspiracy due to the fear created by the Haymarket bombing
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L. Keppler. – The Bosses of The Senate (Image) Plutocracy: The Millionaire’s Club – A Rule by the wealthy “elite”. 

The Modern Business Corporation, 1886 – Standard Oil Company

Business became a “fictive” person, with all the rights of people, but none of the responsibility of a person. If a business is responsible for killing people, the matters are handled in civil court, a business can not be subjected to the death penalty, or the constraints of time and life. 

The Haymarket Martyrs. The Laws of conspiracy. 

The Hanging, November 11, 1887

August Spies: “The time will come when our silence will be more powerful than the voices you strangle today!”

Class War / Culture War – “The Wonders of Art” 

Workingman: “Since the Public may judge of me from your picture, Mr. Capital, be careful to make it a true one.” 

Haymarket Police Statue vs. Haymarket Martyrs Memorial, Waldheim Cemetery Chicago, IL

First they took your life, now they exploit your memory. 

Haymarket Martyrs’ Monument. 

